
START HERE

Is your gateway 
sign within the 

right-of-way 
(ROW)?

The sign must 
be removed 

from the ROW.

Is your sign 
located along a 

controlled 
route?6

The sign can 
remain. No 

PennDOT permit 
is needed. 

Off-Premise Sign Permit 
Requirements:

 Permission from
landowner

 Permit from local
municipality

 Commercial, industrial,
or similar type of 
zoning7

 Location meeting the
requirements for
spacing from other
permitted off-premise
signs8

 Only two faces facing
the same direction
(maximum total of four
faces)

 Approved application
for a PennDOT off-
premise sign permit9

A permit tag is 
issued and the 

sign can remain.

The sign 
must be 

removed. 

4 See Bulletin 15 for an approved list: 

https://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/pdf/BOCM_MTD_LAB/PUBLICATIONS/
PUB_35/Current_Edition/Bulletin15.pdf

Yes No

Application 
Approved

Application 
Denied

Yes No

Gateway Signs
“Welcome To…” Signs

Does your sign meet PUB 46 
standards?1

 Does it meet allowable size
requirements?2

 Is it made of reflective material?3

 Was it manufactured by a
Department-approved
manufacturer?4

 Is it installed in accordance with
PennDOT Publication 111?

 Is the slogan no more than six
words?

 Is it without lights, animation,
directions, distances, names of
officials, and advertising?

 Is it at least 200 feet from
another traffic control sign?5

Does your sign meet on-
premise sign requirements?

 Does the sign contain no
advertising?

 Does the municipality own
or lease the property the
sign is on?

 Is the sign within the
political boundary of the
municipality?

The sign can 
remain.

The sign can 
remain. No permit 

is needed. 

Look into 
getting an 
off-premise 
sign permit. 

2 Sign size requirements are as follows:

3 Type III or IV retroreflective sheeting material

Highway 
Type
Two-lane
Multilane

Max. 
Width
48"
72"

Max. Area 
(Sq. Feet)
12
24

Max./Min. 
Legend Size
6"/2"
8"/3"

Yes to all No to any
Yes to all No to any

9 Contact the District Outdoor Advertising Control Manager for the off-premise permit application process. 

6 To get a map of the controlled routes, visit https://gis.penndot.gov/HBMS/. 

5 Variance for distance can be granted by the Operations Unit at the District 
Maintenance Office. 

7 If there is no zoning, there needs to be commercial/industrial activity within 
800 feet on the same side of the highway.
8 The application will clarify the spacing requirement based on the type of highway and desired sign location. 

1 Contact the Operations Unit at the District Maintenance Office for approval.
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