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Looking Ahead in 2022 
Last year was especially active for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) and PennDOT Pathways. We completed 
the Alternative Funding  
study to evaluate potential near-term and long-term solutions to 
Pennsylvania’s $8.1 billion annual highway and bridge funding gap.


We launched the 
, the first, near-term alternative funding option under the 

Pathways Program. We met with stakeholders in communities 
about the initiative’s nine candidate bridge projects. And we held in-
person and online public meetings for seven of the projects. Public 
meetings will be held for the remaining two projects this spring or 
summer.


This year promises additional important developments as the bridge 
projects progress through the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) review process, and PennDOT Pathways continues to 
evaluate and educate stakeholders on reliable transportation 
funding solutions. 


Here’s a look at what’s next: 

Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL)

Major Bridge Public-Private Partnership (MBP3) 
Initiative

Major Bridge Public Private Partnership Initiative

With public meetings completed for seven of the nine MBP3 
initiative bridges – I-83 South Bridge, I-78 Lenhartsville, I-81 
Susquehanna and the four I-80 bridges at Canoe Creek, North Fork, 
Lehigh River and Nescopeck Creek – each of these projects is 
expected to finish the environmental review process this year. Project 
teams are reviewing comments received during the public meetings 
and completing documentation as required under NEPA. 


In addition, a public hearing will be scheduled for the I-83 South 
Bridge Project as part of an Environmental Assessment PennDOT  
is preparing. And public meetings will be scheduled for the two 
remaining projects in the MBP3 initiative: the I-79 Widening, Bridges 
and Bridgeville Interchange Project in Allegheny County and the I-95 
Girard Point Bridge Improvement Project in Philadelphia. 


Stay tuned for further updates. 

P3

PennDOT last year invited potential developers to submit their 
public-private partnership (P3) qualifications to be considered eligible 
for the MBP3 initiative. PennDOT chose three finalists and received 
proposals from two of them this month. PennDOT expects to select a 
development entity in February. See the  for 
more updates. 

Major Bridge P3 website

Pathways: Alternative Funding Options 

In addition to the consideration of tolling nine bridges as part of the 
Major Bridge P3 initiative, PennDOT Pathways was established to 
identify, analyze and evaluate other new future-focused sources of 
transportation system funding that could better serve our 
communities and all Pennsylvanians now and for the next 
generation. Other potential solutions under PennDOT Pathways 
include managed lanes, congestion pricing and mileage-based user 
fees. 


Several TROC presentations emphasized that other states are 
making use of an ever-wider range of funding mechanisms. As the 
increase in electric vehicle use accelerates, it is essential to have 
revenue sources in addition to – and ultimately replacing – the gas 
tax with its declining revenue.  


Further details on those potential funding alternatives and more are 
available on the Pathways website and will be featured in upcoming 
PennDOT Pathways Newsletters in 2022.

By the Numbers: Major Bridge Projects' 
Public Meetings 
PennDOT completed online and in-person public meetings for seven 
of the nine bridges being considered for tolling under the Major 
Bridge P3 initiative: I-83 South Bridge, I-78 Lenhartsville, I-81 
Susquehanna and the four I-80 bridges at Canoe Creek, North Fork, 
Lehigh River and Nescopeck Creek. 


While comments and feedback received during each meeting are 
being reviewed and summarized as part of the NEPA process, data 
from the meetings show the scope of engagement with community 
stakeholders and the public.

182,205

Total audience of 
social media posts 

promoting the 
meetings

60,709

Postcard invitations 
sent to nearby 

homes and 
businesses 

182,205

Unique visitors to 
the seven virtual 
public meeting 
websites during 

comment periods

1,382

Total engagements 
with social  

media posts

968

Comments received 
from participants 

during public 
meeting periods

404

In-person open 
house attendees

Transportation Trivia! 
Which of the following potential near- and mid-to-long-term 
alternative funding solutions under consideration as part of 

 were also included as potential alternatives by 
the governor’s ? 
PennDOT Pathways

Transportation Revenue Options Commission

A. Managed Lanes 


B. Doing Nothing 


C. Tolling 


D. Mileage-Based User Fees

A. Managed Lanes 


B. Doing Nothing 


C. Tolling 


D. Mileage-Based User Fees

See the Answers

For more information about PennDOT Pathways, visit our website at 
penndot.gov/funding.


Want to share information on your social or digital platforms? 


Find image, video and other resources in the Funding Media Center.

Contact Us
Website Comment Form: Click here

Email: 
PennDOTPathways@pa.gov 

Hotline: 
717-325-6129 

You are receiving this email as a partner for the PennDOT Pathways 
program. To opt out of PennDOT Pathways e-newsletters, please 

reply to the project email at PennDOTPathways@pa.gov.

https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/PEL-Study.aspx
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/Solutions.aspx 
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/Solutions.aspx 
https://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/p3forpa/Pages/Major-Bridges.aspx
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/Gap.aspx
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/TROC.aspx



