
You are receiving this email as a partner for the PennDOT Pathways program. To opt out 
of PennDOT Pathways e-newsletters, please reply to the project email at 

PennDOTPathways@pa.gov.

Questions? Comments? You can reach the PennDOT Pathways 
team by replying directly to this email (PennDOTPathways@pa.gov) 
or calling our hotline at 717-325-6129.

CONTACT US

“The future of transportation is critical… Adequate 
transportation systems are essential to the continued 

economic viability and quality of life in the 
commonwealth, without which we cannot get children

to school, citizens to work or goods to market.”

County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania
feedback submitted on PennDOT Pathways

WHAT WE’VE HEARD

VIEW THE ANSWER

A Tenth-largest number
 of bridges in the nation

B Third-largest number
 of bridges in the nation

C Seventh-largest number
 of bridges in the nation

With 25,400 state-
maintained bridges, which 

of the following is true? 
Pennsylvania has the…

TRANSPORTATION
TRIVIA!

Every $100 million 
generated by tolling 
frees up roughly the 

amount of investment 
needed to repave

100 lane miles
of highway. 

DID YOU KNOW?

100
MILE

Bridge tolling can provide the funds to repair or replace these 
costly bridges without using PennDOT’s current funding, which in 
turn allows those funds to be used for other roadway maintenance, 
operations and improvements. Tolling would be all electronic and 
collected by using E-ZPass or license plate billing. The funds 
received from the toll would go back to the bridge where the toll 
is collected to pay for the construction, maintenance and operation 
of that bridge.

Over the next year, PennDOT will evaluate these candidate 
bridges through individual environmental documents being 
prepared or re-evaluated for each bridge. More information 
on each individual bridge project, and when the public will have 
an opportunity to engage on those projects, can be found at 
www.penndot.gov/funding. 

I-78 LENHARTSVILLE BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

(Berks County)

I-80 CANOE CREEK BRIDGES
(Clarion County)

I-80 NORTH FORK
BRIDGES PROJECT 

(Jefferson County)

I-81 SUSQUEHANNA PROJECT
(Susquehanna County)

I-79 WIDENING, BRIDGES AND 
BRIDGEVILLE INTERCHANGE 

RECONFIGURATION
(Allegheny County)

I-80 NESCOPECK CREEK BRIDGES
(Luzerne County)

I-80 OVER LEHIGH RIVER
BRIDGE PROJECT

(Luzerne & Carbon Counties)

I-83 SOUTH BRIDGE PROJECT
(Dauphin County)

I-95 GIRARD POINT BRIDGE 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

(Philadelphia County)

The Pennsylvania P3 board approved the Major Bridge P3 initiative 
on November 12, 2020, which allows PennDOT to use the P3 
delivery model for major bridges in need of rehabilitation or 
replacement, and to consider bridge tolling. Through the P3 
model, PennDOT can leverage private investment to rebuild critical 
bridges during a period with historically low interest rates and 
a favorable labor market. This initiative can provide a dedicated 
source of revenue for these infrastructure improvements and 
could create significant savings over the life of the program 
while ensuring the vitality of the state’s transportation system 
and economy.

The bridges being considered for tolling through the Major Bridge 
P3 Initiative are structures of substantial size that warrant timely 
attention and would require significant funds to rehabilitate or 
replace. Additionally, these bridges were selected based on the 
feasibility of construction beginning in two to four years to 
maximize near-term benefits, and with the intention that their 
locations are geographically-balanced to avoid impact to just 
one region. Bridge projects being considered, and for which a 
public involvement process begins this spring, include:

MAJOR BRIDGE PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
INITIATIVE UPDATE

To support PennDOT Pathways, an alternative funding Planning 
and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study is underway to identify 
near- and long-term funding solutions and establish a 
methodology for their evaluation. One of the early findings of the 
PEL study is that tolling of major bridges in need of replacement or 
rehabilitation appears to be a viable near-term solution. To advance 
this funding alternative, PennDOT is pursuing the first initiative of 
the PennDOT Pathways Program: The Major Bridge P3 Initiative. 

The PennDOT Pathways PEL study will continue to evaluate 
additional alternative funding solutions to address the $8.1 billion 
annual funding gap for the state’s highways and bridges. The PEL 
will be available for public comment in the spring.

PEL UPDATES

As Pennsylvania’s mobility needs have grown, the amount 
of funding required to support our transportation system has 
continued to increase. In Pennsylvania, our current highway and 
bridge budget is about $6.9 billion per year. Although that’s a lot of 
money, it’s less than half of the $15 billion we truly need to keep our 
highways and bridges in a state of good repair and address major 
bottlenecks on our roadway network. Much of our current funding 
comes from gas taxes and driver and vehicle fees. While this model 
worked well in the past, circumstances today have made it 
unsustainable. With PennDOT Pathways, we’re looking for reliable, 
future-focused funding solutions that will meet our growing needs 
while serving our communities and all Pennsylvanians for 
generations to come.

ABOUT PATHWAYS 

The PEL will be available for 
public comment in the spring.

Together, we can move toward the future and create the best 
transportation system for all of Pennsylvania.

Thank you,

The PennDOT Pathways Program Team

Highway and
Bridge Needs

$15B

2020–2021
Est.

Highway and
Bridge Funding

$6.9BToday, we have an 
annual highway 
and bridge funding 
gap of $8.1 billion.
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https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/funding/Pages/Funding-Trivia.aspx

