
Pink Flag Policy:  
Overhead Line 

Delineation
The purpose of this presentation is to 
enhance the safety and awareness of 

dump truck operations in Penndot work 
areas 

Jacob Decker, Blair County Maintenance Manager



Cable and Line Information
⮚ Three Types of Lines: 

⮚ Primary Line
⮚ Neutral Line
⮚ Communication Line



Electrical Hazards in Work Areas 
• DIRECT CONTACT: Raising the truck bed into the overhead power lines will energize the truck and 

the ground around the truck.

• INDIRECT CONTACT: Raising the truck bed in close proximity to the overhead power lines could 

cause electricity to jump (or "arc") across to the bed, energizing the truck and the ground around it.

• BRINGING DOWN WIRES: If the overhead power lines fall on the truck or the ground, both can 

become energized.                                                             

• BRINGING ELECTRICITY TO GROUND LEVEL: Workers who are in contact with the energized truck or 

standing near the truck are also at risk



⮚NESL Employee Accident 
Example

• Blair County Accident

• After Action Review

• Pink Flag Policy

Topic Overview



Blair County Accident

• On May 20, 2019, Blair County Maintenance was performing a mill and fill 
operation on SR 4002 Sugar Run Rd as prep work for upcoming sealcoat 
operations

• Around 10 AM a vendor truck was dumping into the widener and hit a power line 
with the cab protector on the truck bed.  The truck bed arced off the power line and 
left a burn mark in the side of the truck 

• Work was stopped and the truck and widener had to be backed up to get away from 
the wire and lower the truck bed.

• Luckily, the incident did not result in any injuries or damage to equipment





• AAR Scheduled with the County Manager, Assistant, and Vendor

• Discussion with the vendor’s management staff to explore options 
for making our work areas safer

• The vendor explained that they had a worker killed in 2008 from 
this exact scenario.  He was electrocuted from a dump truck 
contacting an overhead line on a paving operation

• The company implemented the overhead line delineation policy 
after the 2008 accident

After Action Review



Pink Flags Overhead Line Policy 

• Incident involving vendor truck with our dump person prompted an AAR

• District 9 adopted the policy to place pink flags on each side of the roadway directly under any 
overhead line

• This reminds the drivers, dump person, equipment operators, and the rest of the crew that there is 
an overhead line above

• This is mandatory on any Paving, Sealcoat, Mill and Fill, or Shoulder Backup operation

• Pink flags can be purchased for about $12 per 100

• This policy has been implemented district wide



Pink Flags Overhead Line Policy 





Tribute to Our Fallen Coworkers
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