Project Description

BAYFRONT PARKWAY
CENTRAL CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
CITY OF ERIE, PA

The City of Erie is experiencing a resurgence of both private–and public–sector development and
investment in its downtown and on the Bayfront.
In the heart of these developments lies the Bayfront Parkway, which has served the community
since the early 1990s. The parkway serves as an east-west connection, but with development, the
need for north-south connections is growing. Planning studies have noted this need for greater
connectivity between the Bayfront and Erie’s downtown and residential neighborhoods.
In collaboration with local project stakeholders and the community, the Bayfront Parkway Project
will enhance these connections and provide the infrastructure needed to support the growth of
the region.
The Central Corridor of the Bayfront Parkway consists of the intersections of:
 Sassafras Street Extension
 State Street
 Holland Street
Additional information can be found on the project’s website at www.BayfrontParkwayProject.com
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Feasibility Study
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From 2015-2017, PennDOT performed a study of the Bayfront Parkway from West 12th Street to East 12th Street in the City of Erie, PA. The focus of the study was to evaluate
and provide conceptual improvements to encourage more efficient and safe access to motorized vehicles; support pedestrian, bicycle and transit access to the Bayfront;
enhance connections to downtown Erie and the surrounding neighborhoods; and support current and future development within the downtown and Bayfront areas.
ONLINE SURVEY: Throughout the duration of the study, an online public survey was available to gather feedback and generate interest in the project. The results of the
online survey are shown below.
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Purpose and Need
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Purpose
The purpose of the project is to reduce crashes as much as practical on the Bayfront Parkway (SR 4034), to improve future congestion
to an acceptable level of service or delay, to improve traffic operations and efficiency, and to improve the multimodal connection of the
Erie Central Business District and adjacent neighborhoods to the waterfront property north of the Bayfront Parkway.

Needs
 Operations & Efficiency
- Existing level-of-service (LOS) for the intersection of State Street and the Bayfront Parkway is “D” for the AM peak and future
year LOS is projected to be an “F” with proposed Bayfront Development.
- Future years LOS are projected to be LOS of “D” or worse at the intersections of the Bayfront Parkway and Sassafras Street
Extension, State Street, and Holland Street.
- Limited gaps for left turning vehicles along the Bayfront Parkway.

 Mobility
-

Multimodal transportation connections between Downtown Erie and the Bayfront (north/south) are lacking.
The Bayfront Parkway has limited existing transit service in the project area.
Lack of consistent pedestrian and bicycle facilities along, or parallel to, the Bayfront Parkway.
Lack of viable connections for pedestrians and bicycles between downtown and surrounding neighborhoods to the Bayfront.
The Bayfront Parkway acts as a barrier to pedestrians and bicyclists traveling from downtown Erie to the Bayfront area.

 Crashes
- 80 crashes within the project limits over a 5-year period.
- The locations with the highest number of crashes were:
 15 crashes occurred at the intersection of the Bayfront Parkway and Sassafras Street.
 39 crashes occurred at the intersection of the Bayfront Parkway and State Street (3 of these crashes involved pedestrians).
 26 crashes occurred at the intersection of the Bayfront Parkway and Holland Street.
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Evaluation Criteria
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Design alternatives will be developed and evaluated based on, but not limited to, the following:

Driver Comfort

Level of Service

Enhancements to
Pedestrian and
Bicycle Mobility

Public Input

Safety Improvements

Right-of-Way Impacts

Elements to
Analyze
Alternatives

Environmental
Impacts

Construction Duration

Drainage and Utility
Impacts

Constructability

Construction/
Maintenance Costs
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Impacts to
Businesses During
Construction
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Project Schedule
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Preliminary Engineering
Final Design and Permits
Railroad Property Negotiation and Acquisition
Right-of-Way Development and Acquisition
Utility Relocation
Construction
2018

2019

2020

NOTE: PROJECT SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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2021

2022

2023

