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Schools and safety groups across the country 
will be holding a variety of outreach programs 
as part of National Teen Driver Safety Week, 
October 16 to 22.   

In PennDOT’s northwest district that means 
visits by the Teen Driver Caravan to five 
schools in five days, October 17 to 21. The 
program emphasizes the importance of not 
driving impaired or distracted. The message 
is delivered through four activity stations on 
the school grounds. The students are 
provided with safety information at each stop, 
as well as hands-on learning opportunities.  

An Impact Teen speaker delivers a personal 
message about the how an impaired or 
distracted driving crash changed their life and 
give the teens a chance to rate the danger of 
level of different risky behaviors.  

During the second stop, the teens can try one 
of the impaired and distracted driving 
simulators. An option to walk the line or catch 
a foam ball while wearing Fatal Vision 
Goggles is also provided. 

At the outdoor stations, teens are given a 
tour of the DUI Victims Memorial Trailer that 
features a list of more than 3,000 people who 
were victims of DUI crashes in Pennsylvania. 
The students are then challenged to sign a 

crashed car as a pledge to drive safely and 
avoid impaired and distracted driving.  

Over the five day-period, nearly 1,000 
students participate in the caravan tour.   

(Con nued on page 2) 

Keeping Our Youngest Drivers Safe 
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause 
of death among 16- to 24-year-olds in 
Pennsylvania. Key contributors in the crashes 
include driver inexperience, driver 
distractions, driving too fast for conditions, 
and improper or careless turning.  

This edition of The Road Ahead newsletter 
focuses on the collaborated efforts of area 
safety groups to keep the state’s youngest 
drivers safe. It also includes safety tips for 
teenagers who have or are looking to get 
their driver’s license. 

Preventing DUI Crashes through Education 



 

Want to have “The Road Ahead” sent directly to your email every other month?  
Submit your email address to jharry@pa.gov and you’ll be added to the list. 

Did you know the chances of a teen 
driver being involved in a fatal crash 
increase with each teen or young adult 
passenger in the vehicle? 

The American Medical Association found 
teen drivers with one young passenger 
in the vehicle were 39 percent more 
likely to be involved in a crash.  

When there are three or more young 
passengers in the vehicle, the risk of a 
crash for a teen driver increases by 182 
percent.  

Most teen driver crashes are due to 
driver error caused by inexperience and 
distraction. 

Carrying at least one passenger age 35 
or older cuts a teen driver's risk of 
death by 62 percent and the risk of 
involvement in any police-reported 
crash by 46 percent, according to the 
American Automobile Association. 

Be a Good Friend 
Be a Good Passenger  

The program is 
supported by 
safety-minded 
groups and 
agencies, 
including 
PennDOT, 
Pennsylvania 
DUI Association, Northwest Regional Highway 
Safety Network, various chapters of S.A.D.D., 
State Farm Insurance, UPMC Hamot, Traffic 
Injury Prevention Project, state and local police, 
and county sheriff departments.   

This year’s participating schools include 
Youngsville High School, Warren County; 
Fairview High School, Erie County; Meadville 
Area Senior High School, Crawford County; 
Grove City High School, Mercer County; and 
Franklin Area High School, Venango County. 

If your school would like to participate in future 
caravan visits, contact Geof Crankshaw of the 
Northwest Regional Highway Safety Network by 
email at gcrankshaw@eriecountypa.gov or by 
calling Bev Steen (814) 451-6717.     

(Con nued from page 1) 

PennDOT has developed a 
tutor's guide for those 
teaching teens to drive. As a 
supplement to the driver's 
manual, it guides tutors 
through lesson plans that help 
organize the time spent 
behind the wheel and assists 
in better preparing young 
drivers for the open road. 

Here are some basic tips for 

safe driving: 
Always wear your seat belt. 
Know and follow the rules of 

the road. 
Stay within speed limits and 

drive at a speed that is safe 
for road conditions. 

Look out for the actions of 
other drivers on the 
roadway and communicate 
your intentions to other 

drivers. 
Follow other vehicles at a 

safe distance. 
Never drive while under the 

influence of alcohol or 
drugs. 

Don't talk or text on your 
cellphone while driving. 

For more information and 
safety tips for teen drivers, go 
online to www.dmv.pa.gov. 

Tips for Teen Drivers, Teachers, Parents 

Groups Collaborate for Tour 


