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Reference is made to Strike-Off Letter 464-95-08 which provided additional
guidelines for review and approval of highway occupancy permit applications. In 464-
95-08, the use of flowable fill as a utility trench backfill was authorized subject to several
requirements, one of which was the need to continue to provide a one foot cutback in the
pavement as specified in Section 459.8(h) of the regulations.

As aresult of a pilot study conducted in cooperation with UGI, it has been
determined that the one foot pavement cutback is not necessary on trenches which have
been backfilled with flowable fill provided there is a neat, straight, vertical edge on the
trench opening in the pavement.

Until a change is made in the regulations, applicants for a highway occupancy
permit for a utility cut who will be using flowable fill for backfilling the trench can
request a modification of conditions in accordance with Section 459.12 of the regulations.
The request must be submitted in writing along with the application, indicate that
flowable fill will be used to backfill the excavation and specifically request a
modification to the one foot pavement cutback requirement contained in Section
459.8(h). Districts which receive a request containing the information outlined above
are to include a condition on the permit that waives the one foot cutback requirement
contained in Section 459.8(h). This technique satisfies the intent of the regulation, and,
indemnification contemplated in Section 459.12(b) (1) of the regulation need not be
required.

Questions on this matter can be referred to Dan Smyser at 717-787-6227 or Glenn
Rowe at 717-787-3620.
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